Reversible choreoathetosis after the administration of ceftriaxone sodium in patients with end-stage renal disease.
Neurologic manifestations, such as myoclonus, asterixis, seizures and altered level of consciousness, may be induced in patients with impaired renal function receiving β-lactam antibiotics, which stem in part from drug accumulation because of altered pharmacokinetics. Because of its long half-life and easy penetration into the cerebrospinal fluid, the third generation cephalosporin, ceftriaxone (CTRX), is often chosen to treat patients with end-stage renal disease (ESRD). Here, the authors describe 4 patients with ESRD complicated with bacterial infection and choreoathetosis after the administration of CTRX. Choreoathetosis disappeared without leaving sequelae after CTRX therapy was withdrawn, although the severity and symptom duration varied. To our knowledge, there are few reports on choreoathetosis associated with β-lactam antibiotic administration in patients with kidney diseases. To prevent delayed diagnosis, one should bear in mind that choreoathetosis might occur in patients with ESRD treated with CTRX, when it is given in high or even regular doses.